National Incident-Based
Reporting System
(NIBRS) Data Quality



The EBI Statistics Unit has
Identified Issues and guidelines
to assist NIBRS agencies In
ensurng and impreving data
guality. Please keep these
guicdelines intmina
When enterngrcdatarerwhen
training yous staifil:




Assault

Incidents of assault when there Is no
weapon (other than personal weapons)
and no injuries to the victim should be
categorized as a

Simple
Assault




Victim to Offender. Relationship

Each relationship should identity
the victim not the offender.

For Example: A son assaults his
father. The Victim To Offender
Relationship should be “Father”.

Also, keep in mind the age differences. If the
Victim Is Father, the age of the victim should
be appropriately older than the offender.



AJES

Too often, the age of the offender/arrestee
IS reported as “01” or “02”. This may be
due to confusion with reporting the
offender/arrestee sequence numbers.

Also, the age code of the
offender/arrestee/victim
IS often reported as “99”
Instead of unknown “00".




Burglary with' Larceny.

Burglary almost always includes
some type of larceny offense.
However, burglary is defined'in
terms ofithe theft, and only the
pburglary Is to be reported, not the
accompanying;larceny.

The exception to this Is when a burglary
occurred in a structure and a larceny also
occurred outside of the structure.



Larceny - Shoplifting

The victim of a
shoplifting IS
generally a
BUSINESS, NOt
an mdividual.

L

Also, please be sure to ' R S
properly classify Shoplift (23C) and not group it under
Theft From a Building (23D). If merchandise Is stolen,
it should generally be considered a Shoplift.




Larceny-Theft" of
Radios/TVs/VVCRs

faradio, TV, or VCR is stolen from the
pack seat of a car, count it as a Theft
-rom Motor Vehicle (23F).

If an installed radio Is stolen from a car,
count it as Motor Vehicle Parts or

accessories (23G).
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Larceny — Thert firom
Coin-Operated Machine
(23E)

Please be sure the property.
dESCHPUONS are reasenable.
Generally, these shoeuld be
4, drnks NYGIENE PrEAUCTS,
|GLtERY TICKELS) CIgareltes; elc:

Unreasonable property descriptions are:
computer hardware, firearms, construction
equipment, etc.



Vandalism/Destruction of
Property

If a vehicle is vandalized, do not use a
property description of “Vehicle Parts &
Accessories”, instead the best property
description is the vehicle.




Credit Card/ATM Fraud

= Many incidents erroneously indicate
Credit/Debit:Cards as the property.
description ofia Credit Card Fraud.

=ENIS offense deesnt apply te the thelt of
a creditcand butitorthe fraudulentuse of
the carnd.

= Eera CreditiCard Eraud reEperiithe
PrePERY acqUIEd WHENERMGNEY, Gas;
ELG;



Incidents Occurrng at
Midnight

If the iIncident occurred on or between
midnight and 0059, “00” (midnight)
should be entered.

If the incident hour 1s unknown, either
leave the hour as blank or estimate the
time.




Incest

EOIFan OIifENSE GIINCEST; the
el ateNSHIPICHIVICTIM teIOffEnder,
muSstewWIthintthefamily:

It should not be acquaintance,
friend, neighbor, etc.




For more information:

WASPC CJIS Department
(860) 466-2380 Or
ClIS@WaSspPC.org
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