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COVID-19 EXPOSURE RISK DEFINITIONS
HIGH RISK: 

• Direct exchange of secretions to mucus membranes from laboratory-
confirmed COVID-19 infection (e.g. cough into face without PPE)

• Living in the same household as, being the intimate partner of, or providing 
care in a nonhealthcare setting for a person with symptomatic laboratory-
confirmed COVID-19 infection without using recommended precautions

MEDIUM RISK:
• Close contact wiht a person with symptomatic laboratory-confirmed 

COVID-19. 

• Being seated in a squad car with a partner who is symptomatic and has a 
laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 infection.

LOW RISK:
• Being in the same indoor environment (e.g. a detail room, a hospital waiting 

room) as a person with symptomatic laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 for a 
prolonged period of time but not meeting the definition of close contact (see 
below).

NO IDENTIFIABLE RISK:
• Interactions with a person with symptomatic laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 

infection that do not meet any of the high-, medium-, or low-risk conditions 
above, such as walking by the person or being briefly in the same room.

 

CLOSE CONTACT:
• Prolonged contact within 6-feet and for more than 5 minutes with a person 

with symptomatic laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 infection.  

• Prolonged contact within 6-feet and for more than 5 minutes with a 
symptomatic patient (presenting with fever and respiratory complaints) 
who had a known or suspected contact with a person with symptomatic 
laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 infection. 

• Prolonged contact within 6-feet and for more than 5 minutes with a 
symptomatic person (presenting with fever and respiratory complaints) who 
has travelled to an affected region within the last 14 days. 

GENERAL GUIDELINES:
For LOW and NO RISK exposures, no testing is indicated, and the officer will be released 
to full duty and placed back in service immediately. Officers will be encouraged to 
monitor temperatures and symptoms for two weeks at home. 

For MEDIUM and HIGH RISK exposures, officers will be directed what actions to take and 
where they should report.


